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Meeting on Tuesday at Municipal Auditorium

Municipal
Auditorium

We’ll have our fun program on Tuesday when we hear stories from some of our
Rotarians. This is always one of our favorite times!

Rotarians
Serving Others

Our club received a Rotary District Grant to train facilitators and sponsor a Dialogue on Race series in our community. This is a 6 week series that focuses on
issues of race and racism with:


Structured Dialogue



Trained Facilitators



Safe, Open Discussion



Award-Winning Curriculum



Diverse Group Participants

James

Money

Adams

Table

David

Raffle

Ginsburg

The weekly groups are held at the YWCA
office. Each group is limited to 15 participants with a balance of diversity in race,
ethnicity, age and gender. Participants are asked to commit to at least 5 out of 6
sessions. Because of our grant, these sessions are offered free.
Six week sessions are scheduled to begin:

Stephen
Oden

ScannerGreeter-4Way
Test

Lindy

Invocation

Broderick

Inspiration

Tuesday, January 16th, 5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m.
Thursday, January 18th, 12:00 noon-2:00 p.m.

Sign up at this website.

Charlotta

Or, contact Teri Haynes or Judy Bellew.

Nordyke
And

If you have a family member, co-worker or friend who wants to participate, they are also eligible for the free registration.

Kermit
Poling

Music
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Red Badge Graduation
Our “Red Badgers” presented a great program last Tuesday as they shared their research on the origin
and tradition of Rotary’s 4-Way Test. These Rotarians have become a cohesive group as they have
learned about each other as well as Rotary.

Mark Crews is an account manager for Eatel Business/Venyu
Datacenter Solutions. Born and raised in Shreveport, Mark and his
family spent 25 years in Colorado Springs before returning to
Shreveport in 2015. In 2015, Mark did something that most of us
don’t have the option to do—he donated a kidney to his wife!
Mark has recently taken up drums (move over, Curtis Joseph!).

Mekkos Jones is president of Catalyst Capital. He has been
very active on our Rescue Mission service project . Since
joining Rotary, Mekkos has brought more guests to meetings
than anyone else! He’s well rounded in that he enjoys reading
the Wall Street Journal, Forbes Magazine and other professional magazines but he also enjoys playing the piano and,
above all, attending Alabama football games. You’ll hear
“ROLLTIDE” often!

Jonathan “Jon” Keith is an educator at heart! He developed the
first YMCA high school in Detroit and has launched two new charter schools in Louisiana. Jon holds two M.A.s from Concordia University in Chicago and has been certified by Michigan State as an
administrative coach for principals. With all that education, Jon is
still down to earth as he enjoys outdoor adventures with his wife,
daughter and son. He raises chickens! Hmm, we know another
member who does that too!
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More Red Badgers…
Timothy “Tim” Lennear, Jr. was born and raised in Rockledge,
Florida. He received his B.S. degree in professional administration
from Barry University. Working with youth has been at the heart of
his professional career as he began as a youth specialist at The Center
for Drug-Free Living in Brevard County, Florida and advanced to
program director while also earning his master’s degree in procurement acquisition management and government contracting. He transitioned to the AMIkids family serving as an operation specialist
where he travelled to assist struggling schools. He currently serves
as the executive director/principal at AMIkids Caddo. He is very active in serving as a youth basketball coach, starting with his 3 sons at
home.

After graduation from our local Southwood High School, A.J. Maranto went to Southeastern Oklahoma State University on a scholarship with their Savage Storm football team. He then spent 20+ years
in the mechanical contracting business starting with residential
HVAC sales moving up to market manager for 2 states with Carrier
Corporation. He transitioned into risk management/human resources
and is now the COO of Paragon Press.

Robert Smith is a native of Winnfield, LA. He was been a successful
entrepreneur for the last 25 years. He started his first business in Dallas in
1993. After living in New York and Miami, he returned to his native
Louisiana where he found his calling...elder care and service. He is CEO
of Preferred Care at Home and serves as the president of the board of directors for the Alzheimer’s Agency of Shreveport/Bossier. Robert’s passion for world travel has taken him to dozens of countries. In 2019 he
will complete his goal to visit all of the world’s continents. Robert is
looking forward to taking our club trading banners with him to exchange
at international Rotary club meetings around the world!
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More Red Badgers…
Chris Stokes is a commercial real estate agent with Walker-Alley & Associates. Another Shreveport grown Caddo Magnet High School graduate, Chris graduated from LSUS and Mississippi College School of Law.
Then after spending more than 20 years in Texas he returned home.
While working in Midland, Texas he was the general manager of the
Lamar Advertising Plant in the Permian Basin. He also joined the Midland West Rotary Club and became a Paul Harris Fellow there. Chris is a
second generation Rotarian as both his parents (Ron and Ann Stokes)
were members of our club for many years.

An East Texas transplant from Nacogdoches, Graham Thompson is a
drilling engineer at Brammer Engineering. He received his B.S. degree in
petroleum engineering from the University of Texas at Austin. He is a
member of the Society of Petroleum Engineers and currently serves on the
board for the Ark-La-Tex Oilmen’s Golf Association. No stranger to volunteering, Graham tutors 3rd graders at Atkins Elementary School. He
returns to his East Texas stomping grounds to spend his spare time hunting and fishing.

The BIG Project—We’re Looking For Your Ideas!
Be sure to complete a proposal for a large community project. Details here under
The Present and Into The Future. Submission deadline is January 31, 2018.
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And More Red Badgers…
Born in Kazakhstan, Onega Ulanova graduated with her B.S. in standardization, metrology and certification from the Karaganda State Technical University. She then traveled to the U.S. and while learning the
English language, she graduated from Louisiana Tech with her M.S. in
engineering and technology management. After graduation she joined
the American Petroleum Institute and became the youngest female international lead auditor. Onega co-founded the LA New Product Development Team which has allowed her to combine her love for innovation,
brand development and people. Onega enjoys yoga and exploring new
destinations. Since joining Rotary, she has attended many Rotary meetings while on her travels and recently attended one of the club meetings
in New York where she met several Rotarians who participate each year
at the Rotary Day at the United Nations. With her background, she has been thrilled to join an organization that has such an international scope!
A Minden native, Monica Wright graduated from Louisiana Tech with
a B.S. in accounting. She then moved to Shreveport and after a brief
time in the construction industry, she came to work with Caddo Council
on Aging. After leaving for a few years to work for Volunteers of
America and Goodwill Industries, she ironically returned to Caddo
Council on Aging as the CFO. After 17 years in that position, she was
appointed as the executive director in July 2017. Monica is active in the
Sunday school and usher ministries at Mount Canaan Baptist Church.
She also restores furniture and enjoys participating in the 200 Watt
Toastmaster Club.

Civic Grants!
Area non-profit organizations planning projects to benefit the Shreveport-Bossier community
in the coming year may now apply for local funding to aid their efforts. The Rotary Club of
Shreveport is now accepting civic grant applications, which must be postmarked no later than
February 16, 2018.
Details and application are on our club website at www.rotaryclubofshreveport.org.
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Judy Bellew
Executive Director
P.O. Box 380
Shreveport, LA 71162
Phone: 318-550-4895
Fax: 318-868-6703
shreveportrotary@gmail.com
www.rotaryclubofshreveport.org
Call Judy Bellew if you have any

Martha Marak with her guest, Mario Chavez

questions about the club.

Follow us on Facebook

Raffle Winners Last Week
TRF Raffle—Margaret Wallace
Thanks for your donation! This applies toward
your next PHF!
Flowers from Rose-Neath Florist—
James Blewett

Grady Golden in a pensive moment.

Andy Shehee’s hen eggs—Debra Williams

Program on January 2, 2018
BITCOIN—What is it and
should you care?
Shreveport Convention Center
The “Red Badgers” with President Teri Haynes

